
  

German-British cellist Philip Skye Graham is a sought-after chamber musician 
and interpreter of contemporary music. His diverse career encompasses working 
with various ensembles and musical styles, solo projects, teaching activities, and 
collaborations with contemporary composers.

Early competition successes, numerous international scholarships, and studies with 
renowned professors such as Clemens Hagen (Mozarteum University Salzburg), 
Alexander Hülshoff (Folkwang University of the Arts), and Nicolas Altstaedt (Hanns 
Eisler School of Music Berlin), alongside further musical guidance from eminent figures 
including Günter Pichler (Alban Berg Quartet), Lucas Fels (Arditti Quartet), Heinrich 
Schiff, and Steven Isserlis, quickly led to an intense concert schedule. In 2015, he joined 
the Berlin-based Notos Piano Quartet.

From 2015 to 2024, Graham performed with the Notos Quartet on some of the world’s 
most prestigious stages across Europe, Japan, China, Australia, and North America 
- including the Philharmonie Berlin, Tonhalle Zurich, Wigmore Hall in London, 
Konzerthaus Vienna, Herbst Theatre in San Francisco and Oji Hall in Tokyo.
The quartet’s achievements include three critically acclaimed albums released by Sony 
Classical, numerous live recordings, radio and television features, and six first prizes at 
international competitions. Their artistry was further recognized with the Würth Prize of 
Jeunesses Musicales Germany. 

Since leaving the quartet in 2024 to explore new artistic directions, Philip has 
pursued many different projects that span a wide range, including performances at 
the Kammermusikfest Lockenhaus, recordings of solo works by H.W. Henze and B.A. 
Zimmermann, collaborations with artists such as Christian Tetzlaff and Heinz Holliger 
as well as guest appearances with the Esbjerg Ensemble and as principal cellist with the 
Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra and the Munich Philharmonic.
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A key element of Philip’s career is collaboration with contemporary composers. Over 
the years, many works have been written for him and the Notos Quartet, including by 
distinguished composers such as Beat Furrer, Birke Bertelsmeier, David P. Graham, Jesús 
Torres, Bernhard Gander, Bryce Dessner, Hakan Ulus, and Elena Mendoza.

Beyond his performance career, Philip Graham is deeply committed to supporting 
young artists. In 2019 he co-founded the now annual Notos Chamber Music Academy 
in collaboration with Jeunesses Musicales Germany. He has also conducted workshops 
with his father, British composer David P. Graham, on teaching modern compositional 
techniques and interpreting new works for children and young people. Since the winter 
semester of 2024/25, Philip has been an adjunct faculty member at the Hanns Eisler 
School of Music in Berlin.

Thanks to the generous support of the Merito String Instruments Trust, Philip Graham 
performs on a Giovanni Battista Grancino cello from 1700. As a Pirastro Artist, he 
exclusively uses strings crafted by the renowned string manufacturer Pirastro GmbH.


